
Play Synopsis 

COMEDIES  

All’s Well That Ends Well - A romantic story about Helena, in love with the unloving Bertram and 
the lengths she’ll go to to make it work.

 
As You Like It - Come into the forest; dare to change your state of mind. Rosalind is banished, 
wrestling with her heart and her head. With her cousin by her side, she journeys to a world of exile 
where barriers are broken down and all can discover their deeper selves.

 
The Comedy of Errors - the story of two sets of identical twins, each with the same names: 
Antipholus and Dromio. After being separated at birth, the play shows what happens when they 
are unexpectedly reunited in Ephesus (a Greek City).

 
Love's Labour's Lost - The King and his friends take an oath to dedicate themselves to a life 
of study and avoid the company of women for three years. No sooner have they made their 
idealistic pledge than the Princess of France and her ladies-in-waiting arrive, presenting the men 
with a severe test of their high-minded resolve.

 
A Midsummer Night's Dream - On a Midsummer’s night, four young lovers find themselves 
wrapped in the dream-like arms of an enchanted forest where sprites lurk and fairies rule. While a 
feuding Fairy King and Queen are at war, their paths are crossed by Bottom, Quince and their 
friends presenting a play within a play. Chief mischief-maker Puck is on-hand to ensure that the 
course of true love is anything but smooth, and games of fantasy, love and dreams ensue in 
Shakespeare’s most beguiling comedy.

 
Much Ado about Nothing - A group of soldiers return from the war. The world-weary Benedick 
and his friend Claudio find themselves reacquainted with Beatrice and Hero. As memories of 
conflict give way to a life of parties and masked balls, Claudio and Hero fall madly, deeply in 
love, while Benedick and Beatrice reignite their own altogether more combative courtship.

 
The Taming of the Shrew - the story of Katherina, the elder of Baptista's two daughters, and 
Petruchio who takes on the challenge of 'taming' her. 
 
 
 



TRAGEDIES  

Antony and Cleopatra - Following Caesar’s assassination, Mark Antony has reached the 
heights of power. Now he has neglected his empire for a life of decadent seduction with his 
mistress, Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. Torn between love and duty, Antony’s military brilliance 
deserts him, and his passion leads the lovers to their tragic end.


Coriolanus - Caius Martius Coriolanus is a fearless soldier but a reluctant leader. His ambitious 
mother attempts to carve him a path to political power, but he struggles to change his nature and 
do what is required to achieve greatness. In this new city state struggling to find its feet, where 
the gap between rich and poor is widening every day, Coriolanus must decide who he really is 
and where his allegiances lie.


Cymbeline - the story of a divided Britain in which its ruler, Cymbeline, banishes his daughter for 
marrying in secret while others plot to murder him and his daughter.


Hamlet - A student is called home from university to find his life turned upside down. He had the 
world at his feet, but now everything has changed. Who can be trusted? Who can be believed?

Sent by the ghost of his father to avenge his brutal death, Hamlet’s mission to expose the truth is 
a perilous journey of madness, murder and lost love. What will ultimately become of a young man 
sent to kill?


King Lear - King Lear has ruled for many years. As age overtakes him, he divides his kingdom 
amongst his children. Misjudging their loyalty, he soon finds himself stripped of all the trappings of 
state, wealth and power that had defined him


Romeo and Juliet - Ripped apart by the bitter divisions of their parents, two young people will 
risk everything to be together


HISTORIES  

Henry V - Henry IV is dead and Hal is King. With England in a state of unrest, he must leave his 
rebellious youth behind, striving to gain the respect of his nobility and people.

Laying claim to parts of France and following an insult from the French Dauphin, Henry gathers 
his troops and prepares for a war that he hopes will unite his country.


Henry VIII - a story of a ruthless race to power and the desire for an heir.


King John - Richard the Lionheart is dead. His brother John is King of England. Threatened from 
all sides by Europe, the English noblemen and even his own family, King John will stop at nothing 
to keep hold of his crown.


Richard II - Richard is King. A monarch ordained by God to lead his people. But he is also a man 
of very human weakness. A man whose vanity threatens to divide the great houses of England 
and drag his people into a dynastic civil war that will last 100 years.


Richard III - shows Richard's rise to power, following his plots and schemes against family and 
rivals before becoming king of England.



